van XENOPHOBIA na FILOXENIA
Op reis met die hart van Afrika

“Deep within I hear the call of Mother Africa, 

as she weeps for her dying children.

Have my children forgotten how to walk together,

carrying the weak and the needy?

Have they forgotten that it is in the looking beyond themselves

that they will find the peace for which their hearts are longing?”

How many tears need to be shed before they will understand?

How many lives destroyed, before they remove the scales 

from their eyes blinded by hatred and allow my beauty and abundance to speak to their hearts of stone?

CHORUS

Can you not see my children?  Can you not see that my beauty 

and abundance is but a reflection of the beauty and sacredness

deep within your wounded hearts?

Can you not hear, my weeping, for that which is no more?

CHORUS

Now take a moment my children, to listen to my beating heart

It is calling you to enter a rhythm of life that will lead you 

And everyone to where the peace is found
And you will rise in hope to a dawn of new beginnings, 

you will rise.


Mother Africa, written by Sr. Judy Lynch, FMM, 2002
(Edited – 10th May 2007)

1. Xenophobia in Suid Afrika
Xenophobia is nie ’n nuwe fenomeen in SA nie – Alexandra het reeds in Desember 1994 die eerste vlaag van xenophobia beleef....
1.1 Krisis in 2008:
· Sterftes: 62 (53 in Gauteng)

· Ontworteld (displaced): (Mei – Junie): 38,762

· Statistieke afgebreek per provinsie:

· Gauteng: 17,548

· Wes kaap: 19,654

· Kwa-Zulu Natal: 1,560

· Repatriasie: 40,000 – 50,000

     (UNITED NATIONS, Office for the coordination of Humanitarian Affairs)
2. Van watter lande in Afrika:
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3. Moontlike Oorsake van Xenophobia

(kort groepbespreking en terugvoer)

Om Xenobphobia – oorsake en gevolge – beter te verstaan is dit nodig om die konteks waarbinne die geweld plaasgevind het, te analiseer. Dit is veral belangrik om die sosio-ekonomiese omstandighede en migrasie na en in Suid Afrika in ag te neem.
3.1 Suid Afrikaanse konteks

“South Africa is one of the most complex webs of different but interfacing cultures in the world.  There are eleven different official languages; black Asian and white population groups; the full spectrum of religious sects; very diverse tribal customs and large numbers of “international” communities (Chinese, Japanese, Nigerian, Portuguese and Zimbabwean to name a few). All of these cultural groups will be passing on inherited habits. Contextualize this within the culture of apartheid legacy, and the challenge of building trust is enormous” (Project Proposal -  Looking at the Root Causes of the Xenophobic Violence in South Africa: Medium to Long-Term Recovery and Reintegration, July 2008, UNDP)
3.1.1 Sosio-Ekonomiese Omstandighede
i. Demografiese inligting soos geraporteer in “Census 2001”
· Totale populasie van SA: 44 819 778

· 79% meerderheid – Swart Afrikaners

· 52,2% vroulik

· Minder as ⅔ van alle huishoudings bly in formele behuising (huishoudings wat kamers deel in agterplase ingesluit)

ii. Verstedeliking
· Internationale verstedelikings tendens: 58%
· 9 grootste stede in SA in die algemeen vinniger gegroei as die gemiddelde jaarlikse populasie aanwas van 4,41% tussen 1191 en 2001

· “sekondere stede” egter met meer as 8% per jaar gegroei

iii. Ekonomiese en Sosiale uitsluiting
· 1995 – 28% van huishoudings leef onder die geskatte broodlyn
· 1999 – 33% van huishoudings leef onder die geskatte broodlyn
· Ongeveer 71% van totale populasie ouer as 20 jaar het nie sekondere skoolopleiding voltooi nie
iv. Informele nedersettings

· Huishoudings woonagtig in informele nedersettings: 3 560 383

3.2 Migrasie

(verwys asb ook na die aangehegde dokument, “Fact Sheet: Migration In and To South Africa”)
4. Navorsing studies en gepublikasies insake oorsake van Xenophobia:

· Mislukte handhawing van die gereg – ‘n Kultuur van Geweld
· Grens beheer
· Sekerheidsmagte en Intilligensie diens

· Korrupsie. kriminaliteit en opportunisme
· Mededinging vir hulpbronne
· Werkverskaffing
· Geletterdheid
· Stadige ekonomiese groei
· Internasionale Omgewing en buitelandse beleid
· Diens lewering
· Rasse en etniese verhoudinge
· Department van Binnelandse Sake
· Onvoldoende Leierskap
(United Nations; Forced Migration Studies Programme, University of the Witwatersrand; SA Institute for Race Relations; Parliamentary Liaison Office, South African Catholic Bishops’ Conference)

5. Alternatief tot Xenophobia – Filoxenia - Geloofsgemeenskap se rol
(kort groepbespreking en terugvoer)
6. “Tekens van hoop” 
· Sorg gedurende krisis – bediening van hoop
· Re-integrasie en terugverwelkoming 

· Opleiding in konflik resolusie en handhawing van vrede
· Ontwikkel gemeenskappe van vrede, diversiteit en sorg

· Bediening van “Voorspraak” (Advocacy)

· Profetiese rol

· Geloofsgemeenskap besit die vaardigheid om verantwoordelike analises van probleem sitiasies te doen en heling te fasiliteer
· Leiding neem in die ontwikkeling van opvoedkundige en kategese hulpmiddels om respek vir ander en waardering vir diversiteit te ontwikkel
· Ryk teologie van die vreemdeling
· Sendingveld op ons stoeptrappies

· Vier diversiteit – gemeenskapsfeeste, kuns, musiek 

(besprekingstyd, terugvoer, vrae en antwoorde)

“Makwere-kwere”

Lied geskryf deur Sakkie Kloppers, 2006
Kontak besonderhede: jolene@tlf.org.za , 079 – 491 2591, Organisasie webwerf:  www.tlf.org.za
Fact Sheet: Migration In and To South Africa

Terminology

Because different categories of migrants have different rights, it is important to use accurate terminology when speaking about migration: 

· Migrant: any person who currently resides at a different place from where they were born; or any person who has recently moved from their habitual place of residence. There are internal migrants who move within South Africa (e.g. from rural to urban areas or between cities), and international migrants who cross borders when they move. 
· Internal migrant: by far the largest number of migrants in South Africa are domestic migrants, who move within the country, often from rural to urban areas. Although as citizens they have legal documents, they face many of the same difficulties in accessing public services and employment as foreign migrants. They also pose similar challenges for municipalities and government departments planning public service provision.

· Refugee: is an often miss-used term because of the difference between its legal and colloquial meanings: 
· The first is an administrative meaning, which is a person who has been granted asylum and given refugee status by their host state.  Under South African law, this is something done only by the Department of Home Affairs.
· The second meaning derives from the United Nations Refugee Convention: person who ‘owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to it.’ (UN 1951 Convention, and SA 1998 Refugee Act).  In South Africa, this definition has no legal power until an individual case is considered by the DHA.
· According to the OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugees, a refugee is ‘every person who, owing to external aggression, occupation, foreign domination or events seriously disturbing public order in either part or the whole of his country of origin or nationality, is compelled to leave his place of habitual residence in order to seek refuge in another place outside his country of origin or nationality’ (OAU 1969 Convention, and SA 1998 Refugee Act).  Under this definition, almost everyone currently leaving Zimbabwe should qualify. Yet again, it is only a host state—in this case South Africa—who can determine if someone legally qualifies for refugee status.  

· The definition of a refugee is explicitly related to the experience of political persecution. While the term ‘economic refugee’ is sometimes used by the media to describe persons fleeing extreme hardship, this is not a legal term.
· Asylum Seeker: a person who has lodged a formal claim for asylum with the Department of Home Affairs and is waiting for the claim to be processed and a decision on her/his refugee status to be made. 
· Non-citizen or non-national: a person who does not have South African citizenship but who is in South Africa regardless of legal status.
· Foreigner: a person who is originally from another country. This term is very vague and does not have any legal meaning, since many people who were born outside South Africa and have been in the country for many years now have citizenship.
· Economic migrant: a person who has come to South Africa mainly for economic reasons. Many economic migrants have legal documents to be in the country, with work permits, corporate permits, or as traders or shoppers. 
· Undocumented migrant: a person who is in South Africa without legal documentation. Some people (see above) are undocumented because they have not yet been able to lodge an application for asylum with the DHA, due to administrative delays at DHA. They are not illegally in the country, since they have a right to apply for asylum. Undocumented migrants are often mistakenly presumed to be illegal migrants.
· Illegal immigrant: a person who is in South Africa without legal permission according to the Immigration Act or Refugees Act. Many undocumented migrants are economic migrants and so do not qualify for asylum or do not wish to apply. 
· Internally Displaced Persons (IDP): According to the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, IDPs are “persons who have been forced …to flee … their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border.”   IDPs can be citizens or non-citizens, as long as there are forcibly displaced from the places of habitual residence.
Numbers

Establishing the number of migrants in any of the categories listed above is a difficult task. Often this is because they are moving within countries unobserved. Some numbers are known because they are administrative categories (e.g. recognized refugees, asylum seekers, persons with work permits, etc.), while others are especially difficult to establish, such as undocumented or illegal migrants. Many of the commonly quoted ‘statistics’ on illegal foreigners or Zimbabweans are not based on any solid supporting evidence.

· Legally recognized refugees: 36 800 (at end 2007 according to the Department of Home Affairs)

· Asylum seekers: 

· Total currently open asylum applications: 89,000 (at end 2007)

· New Asylum Applications in 2007: 45,673 (of which only 5,879 were decided, adding to the backlog)

· Economic migrants issued with individual work permits (not including corporate permits): 19 601 in 2006/7 (DHA)

· People deported: approx. 266 067 in 2006 (DHA). Estimates are of over 300 000 in 2007.

· Undocumented or illegal migrants: there is a wide range of estimates, but none are based on scientific evidence or national studies. The numbers of undocumented or illegal migrants cannot be derived from deportation numbers, since only some undocumented migrants are arrested and deported, and often the same person is deported several times. These numbers also depend on changes in policy: when SA and Mozambique introduced a free 30-day visa in 2005, most of the same Mozambicans who were previously entering the country illegally became legal.

· Zimbabweans: estimates range from 1-9 million, but there is no solid supporting evidence for any of these estimates. Since there were only 12 million Zimbabweans counted in the 2002 national Zimbabwean census, the higher numbers are unrealistic.  In many instances, Zimbabweans have been in South Africa for decades and are now presumed to be recent migrants.

Laws

· International Legal Instruments on migrant and refugee rights which SA has signed: 

· United Nations 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and 1967 Protocol

· OAU 1969 Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa

· SADC Protocol on the Facilitating of Movement of Persons

· United Nations Convention on the on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
· Domestic Legal Instruments which apply to non-citizens:

· The Constitution, especially Chapter 2 (the Bill of Rights). Under the bill of rights, all people in South Africa, including  both documented and undocumented non-citizens, have rights to: 

· Life, dignity, equality before the law, administrative justice

· Basic education, basic health care, 

· Labour rights

· The 2002 Immigration Act (amended in 2004)

· The 1998 Refugee Act (currently being amended)

· Labour rights legislation

· Child rights legislation

· Health care access legislation

· Social Assistance Act

· South African Schools Act

NOTE:
As with all South African laws, the Acts should always be read in conjunction with their implementing ‘Regulations’

(Document compiled by Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa, (CoRMSA), http://www.cormsa.org.za)

Some useful web-resources

	
	

	The Wits Forced Migration Studies Programme: 
	http://migration.org.za

	Lawyers for Human Rights Refugee Rights Project
	http://www.lhr.org.za 

	Southern African Migration Project: 
	http://www.queensu.ca/samp/

	Forced Migration Online  
	www.forcedmigration.org

	Reliefweb 
	www.reliefweb.int

	Global IDP Survey 
	www.nrc.no/idp.htm

	Southern Africa Humanitarian Information Network (SAHIMS) 
	www.sahims.net

	Migration Information Source:

 


	www.migrationinformation.org 
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